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BOARD NOTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON JUNE 8, 2021 

 
Directors present; Pia Prevost, Peggy Russel, Walter Chadwick, Ed Leahy, Julie Nguyen, Zack Rosenblatt, and 
Wanda Chin. Also present were Jay Yablonsky and Roger Stuart of Wavecrest Management Team, Ltd., the 
Cooperatives’ managing agent, Carlos Rivera, the Cooperative’s superintendent.   

Mr. Chadwick served as chair and called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
 

1. The Board reviewed and approved as written the minutes of the April 20, 2012 and May 12, 2021 
Board meetings. 
 

2. The Board discussed several building operations issues: 
 Inspection of apartments, related to water infiltration, conducted by Mr. Lister’s office, 

have been completed in the 78th Street building, and will be commencing in 35th Ave. 
 Apt. B-23 (77), which is owned by the Coop., is still sealed by the police. 
 New security cameras have been installed in the bicycle rooms. 
 Replacement of the hot water heating coil in 35th Avenue is being scheduled. 
 Two employees have been reprimanded for performing private work on company time. 

The Board held a general discussion on what type of work the staff should be allowed to 
perform, and billing procedures when the work is being done through the Cooperative. 
By a vote of 5 in favor, and 2 opposed, the Board agreed that the staff is not to install a/c 
units unless it is done with a work ticket, on company time. 

 New York Contracting is proceeding with interior waterproofing repairs. Ms. Prevost 
reported that, given the increase in apartments requiring repairs, we are seeking bids from 
additional companies. 

 The Board discussed amending the House Rules to establish time frames in which noted 
deficiencies or violations must be cured. 

 The Board reviewed proposals for replacement of the 78th Street sidewalk.  
 The Board discussed how to administer the bicycle rooms, including designation of 

specific spaces, limiting the amount of bicycles that can be stored by any one (1) 
household, and the possibility of charging for spaces. After a general discussion, the 
Board deferred decision, pending confirmation of how many bicycles could be 
accommodated. 

 The Board noted that inspection of fire escapes should be done as part of the next cycle 
local law 11 reports. 

 The XRF testing on apartments cited by the city is ongoing. 
 

At 8:10 p.m. Mr. Rivera left the meeting 
 

3. The Board continued its’ discussion of interior repairs. It was agreed that clarification of the 
cause of some of the leaks is necessary. 
 

4. The Board noted that the average cost of interior waterproofing repairs has been approximately 
$13,000.00 per apartment. However, the most severe apartments were prioritized, and the cost per 
apartment should be reduced. 
 

5. All of the potential window replacement vendors have measured for the sample window 
installations. The Board discussed extra soundproofing to the windows. It was agreed that 
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additional soundproofing would be presented as an option in the bid package. A determination on 
how to proceed will be made after bids are received. 
 

6. Ms. Prevost reported that the Cooperative’s attorneys are reviewing the contract with E4P for 
engineering services in regard to the laundry room redesign. Once approved, the initial feasibility 
study should take approximately 8 weeks. Subsequent to the last meeting, the Board had received 
satisfactory references for E4P and voted to proceed with engaging them. 
 

7. The Board re-visited the bids for the 78th Street sidewalk replacement. After a general discussion, 
the Board unanimously agreed to contract with Great City NYC Construction Inc. for the work. 
 

8. Ms. Chin reported that the signatures, on the various accounts maintained by the Board, have 
been updated. 
 

9. Ms. Chin reported that $100,000.00 has been transferred from reserve to operating accounts, and 
an additional $150,000.00 will be transferred this week. This transfer was to reimburse the 
operating account for general operating funds that have been used to pay for capital improvement 
projects, 
 

10. The Board agreed that two signatures / approval are required to transfer funds from the reserve 
accounts. 
 

11. Ms. Nguyen reported that she is working on upgrading the Cooperative’s web site. 
 

12. The Board discussed ongoing Covid-19 protocols. The Board agreed to continue to require masks 
for all people in indoor common areas. The Board also discussed protocols for the garden. By a 
vote of 5 in favor, and 2 opposed, the Board voted to allow Shareholders to have up to 4 guests, 
per apartment, in the garden, and to require all non-vaccinated people to continue to don masks. 
 

13. Mr. Leahy proposed, and the Board agreed, to establish an ad-hoc committee on governance, to 
review the Cooperative’s Proprietary lease, By-laws, and house rules. 
 

14. Mr. Leahy reported that Ms. DeSalvo has passed away, and left a piano, which may be 
appropriate for the community room. He agreed to check the condition of the piano, and report 
back to the Board. 
 

15. Ms. Russell reported that the admissions committee has three interviews schedule in the next 
week. 
 

16. The next meeting of the Board was previously scheduled for July 13, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Chadwick accepted a motion to 
adjourn at 9:35 p.m. 

End of Board Notes 

 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS 
 

 

WHY THE MASK POLICY? 
 

Shareholders ask why this rule is still in effect now that New York has relaxed mask requirements 
considerably. The Board discussed this at the end of last week. After thoughtful consideration of 
the latest CDC and NY State guidelines the Board has kept the mask rule in effect. Here is their 
explanation: 
 

We arrived at our stance for the following reasons: 
 

 We acknowledge the science says vaccinated individuals may resume normal, pre-
pandemic, behavior, including forgoing masks. 

 However, we cannot verify that every unmasked individual in our common spaces has 
been vaccinated. In fact, those who have made the decision to forego the vaccine, despite 
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overwhelming evidence of its safety and efficacy, are more likely to exhibit irresponsible 
behavior such as spurning mask usage without the vaccine.  

 Furthermore, we want to encourage non-resident workers in the building to continue to 
mask, and it is not feasible to distinguish between residents and workers in the halls. 

 There remain individuals who are not yet eligible for the vaccine, namely those under 12. 
 As such, although the risk of transmission is low, we feel it is a low cost and manageable 

burden for vaccinated residents to continue to wear masks in our indoor common areas 
until all residents are given the opportunity to be vaccinated. This remains in line with 
public guidance on enclosed public spaces such as subways and buses. 

 
The Board will visit the topic again at the July 13 meeting. Please email questions to the Board 
email address. And please look to theberkownerscoop google group for information from the 
Board.  

 
UPDATED SETTINGS FOR THE VESTIBULE CAMERAS 

 

The Board has a new vendor supporting the vestibule cameras and this means you’ll need to update 
one of the settings in the NVMS7000 software. The instructions were posted on the 
TheBerkownerscoop June 21st. The post has two attachments.  
 

 If you need to install the NVMS7000 software use the .pdf document titled 
“Instructions on how to download the smartphone app"  

 If you just need to update the settings, use the Excel Spreadsheet “Berkowners table 
for camera IP address” 

 
HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 

The city will reopen their special waste drop-off sites on July 10th. There’s a site in each borough. 
These sites will be open every Saturday and the last Friday of the month from 10am to 5pm. 
 
In the Fall special disposal events will resume in each borough.  Call 311 or visit 
http://nyc.gov/safedisposal to get more info, such as event dates, locations, and what is 
considered hazardous waste such as solvents, automotive, flammables, & electronics. 

 

THE GARDEN COMMITTEE 

If you are interested in joining the Garden Committee, volunteering for garden workdays, adopting 
a plot, donating, or have further questions, please contact Katherine (howfelice@gmail.com) 

 

THE BERKELEY SOCIAL CLUB 

Until further notice, all events have been postponed. 

 
 

VIRTUAL MONTHLY TOWN HALL  
 

The July Virtual Town Hall, open to all shareholders, will be held on Thursday, July 29th, starting 
at 7pm. It will be hosted by the organizer, Roy Sirengo. The town hall is a forum where you may 
ask questions, share information, and meet & greet your neighbors and you may post questions for 
the June meeting on the Google Group.  The Board may be contacted for answers to pertinent 
questions.  
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You don’t need a computer to attend.  Just use your phone. The dial-in numbers are listed in the 
meeting invitation. When you dial-in, you'll be prompted to enter the Meeting ID number.  This 
appears above the list of phone numbers. If you are out of town (yes attendees have called from 
out-of-town) there are phone numbers for Washington, Chicago, Houston, San Jose & Tacoma. 
 
For those that have Internet access, the meeting uses the Zoom conferencing software, available 
for desktops and mobile devices. Login details and an agenda will be posted on the Google Groups 
a few days before the July 29th meeting. The monthly Town Hall is held on the last Thursday of 
the month except for Nov. & Dec. due to the holidays. See the Berkeley Co-op Google group for 
this year’s complete schedule. 

 
SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 

The board determined that meetings for the rest of the calendar year will take place on the second Tuesday 
of every month: July 13th, Aug. 10th, Sept. 21st, Oct. 12th, Nov. 9th, Dec.14th.  Meetings will begin at 7:00 pm 
and will take place in the 77th Street Community room unless circumstances require meeting virtually on 
Zoom.  If you have a topic you would like to discuss with the Board, please email the Board at 
berkboard@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Carlos Rivera, Superintendent: 718-424-0040 
Emergency:   646-403-2558 
Superintendent email:  superberkeley@gmail.com 
Board E-mail address: berkboard@gmail.com 
Newsletter E-mail address:  

         berkownersnewsletter@gmail.com  
Berkeley Google Group/Listserv:                                                    
              Theberkownerscoop@googlegroups.com 
Berkeley Website:        www.theberkeleycoop.com 

Management Company: 
Wavecrest Management Team Ltd. 
87-14 116th Street 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418 
Main Office Phone — 718-463-1200 
FAX – 718-850-2798 
Jay Yablonsky — 718-412-3749 
Yolanda Cuadrado — 718-412-3755 
Email: Berk052@twmt.net 
Emergencies (Eves., Wknds. & Hols.): 718-692-7178 

BERKELEY — IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

Contributors to this issue were Fred Fishel, Walter Chadwick, Marina Pomeroy, Peg Russell, and Stacey Zaretzky. 
Anyone wishing to contribute an article or notice to the Berkeley Grapevine should contact the Berkeley 
Cooperative Newsletter at berkownersnewsletter@gmail.com 


