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NEW BOARD MEMBER 

 

The Board was pleased that three candidates interviewed for the seat vacated by Allen Sabot. 

The candidates were Roy Sirengo, Michael Hoffman and Eric Koch.  All three candidates were 

qualified for the position; however, there was only one spot to fill.  After discussing the 

qualifications of the candidates the Board made the decision to appoint Eric Koch to fill the 

position.  Eric is a resident of the 78th Street building.  The Board looks forward to working with 

him (see resume attached).   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

77th STREET RAMP/RETAINING WALL REPLACEMENT 

 

We are in the process of signing contracts and getting permits to replace the retaining wall on the 

‘A’ side of the 77th Street building.  We expect that the work will commence in the next two to 

three weeks; and will take approximately eight weeks to complete.  The 77th Street North 

entrance will be closed and the north lawn will be used to hold the excavated soil.  There will be 

noise and dust while the work is in progress.  Residents should keep their windows closed during 

the day to lessen the noise/dust.  One pillar of the 77th Street garden entrance will be removed in 

order for equipment to be brought into the garden.  The pillar will be replaced at the end of the 

job. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

JHBG GARDEN TOUR – SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017 

 

For the fourth year, the Berkeley was part of the Jackson Heights Beautification Group’s Annual 

Garden Tour. We had a tally of 177 visitors, all of whom were very impressed with the work that 

our resident gardeners do to make our garden a beautiful sanctuary. 

 

A beautiful flyer was created by graphic designer (and gardener) Miyako Taguchi of the 78th 

Street building. Lemon water and homemade cookies, baked by Richard Penberthy and Anne 

Eckhardt, were served. 

 

The volunteers who helped in various ways were: Peter Brams, Anne Eckhardt, Ted Feliciello 

Katherine Howard, Kayhan Irani, Marianne Maley, Norma Markley, Richard Penberthy, Marina 

Pomeroy, Steven Sandoval, and Lucille & Stacey Zaretzky. 

 

Addendum from the Garden Committee: The parakeet did not attend this year. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



  

2 | P a g e  

 

END OF SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 

 

Plans are afoot for the end-of-summer garden party. Usually scheduled for one of the weekends 

following Labor Day, the date has yet to be decided upon. Once chosen, we will communicate it 

to all residents. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 
The schedule of the next two Board meetings is as follows: Tuesday, July 25 and Tuesday, 

August 22. All the meetings begin at 6:30 PM. Between 6:00–6:30PM, all shareholders/tenants 

may come to the Boardroom in the basement of the 77th Street Building to discuss issues with a 

Board member. The Board asks that you send an email in advance (berkboard@gmail.com) to 

let it know the nature of your issue and that you be succinct in your presentation. If you are not a 

resident of 77th Street, you may contact the Board at the above email address to gain entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Milton Rivera, Superintendent:     718-424-0040 

Emergency:                                    646-403-2558 

Board E-mail address:    berkboard@gmail.com 

Newsletter E-mail address:                                      

                            berkeleynewsletter@msn.com  

Berkeley Google Group/Listserve:                                                        
berkeleycoop@googlegroups.com 

Berkeley Website: www.theberkeleycoop.com 

Management Company: 

Wavecrest Management Team Ltd. 

87-14 116th Street 

Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

Main Office Phone — 718-463-1200 

FAX – 718-850-2798 

Jay Yablonsky — 718-412-3749 

Email: JYablonsky@twmt.net 

Yolanda Cuadrado — 718-412-3755 

Email: Ycuadrado@twmt.net 

Emergencies (Eves., Wknds. & Hols.): 718-692-7178 

BERKELEY — IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 

 

Contributors to this issue were Terrence Dineen, Anne Eckhardt and Katherine Howard. Anyone wishing to 

contribute an article or notice to the Berkeley Grapevine should contact the Berkeley Cooperative Newsletter at 

berkeleynewsletter@msn.com 
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Eric C. Koch 
35-24 78th Street, A57 ~ Jackson Heights, New York 11372 

Home (718) 424-8651 ~ Cell (585) 576-6475 ~ ericckoch@aol.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
RESIDENCY 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Eric and his wife Mi-hee Ahn have been residents of Jackson Heights since June 2002 and shareholding 

residents of the Berkeley since March 2014. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BayernLB - New York, NY (2004 - Present) 

Senior Director 
 

Currently reporting directly to the General Manager of the New York/North American branch of Germany's 

fourth largest bank with headquarters in Munich, Germany. 

 

Key Responsibilities and Achievements: 

 

 Since January 2014 was responsible for negotiation an early termination to the bank's 100,000+ square 

foot office lease, selling the bank's minority equity interest in the leasehold property, and managing 

the design and construction of the bank's new office space, a 2 phase, 3-1/2 year, $15.0 million 

project. 

Responsibilities including interviewing and selection architects, MEP and technology engineers, 

lighting consultants, acoustical engineers and construction managers/ general contractors, budgeting 

and expense tracking, space planning and punch list resolution. 

 Between 2008 and 2013 was responsible for the orderly workout and disposition of well over $1 

billion of commercial real estate loans. 

 Between 2004 and 2007 was a senior real estate credit office and portfolio manager, underwriting and 

monitoring a significant share of the bank's North American commercial real estate portfolio. 

 

E.C. Koch & Company, Inc. - Rochester, NY (1989 - 2004) 

President 

 
Founded and managed the asset management and financial advisory firm that specialized in the analysis, 

acquisition, financing, workout, strategic repositioning, and disposition of distressed commercial and multi-

family real estate assets and portfolios. Provided consulting and transactional services including due diligence, 

credit underwriting and scoring, and interim database design/ implementation services to corporate, 

institutional, and private real estate investors, regulatory agencies, and insurers. 

 

Key Achievements: 

 Founded and managed the asset management and financial advisory firm that specialized in the 

analysis, acquisition, financing, workout, strategic repositioning, and disposition of distressed 

commercial and multi-family real estate assets and portfolios. 

 Cultivated positive and enduring relationships with high profile clients including FSLC, the FDIC, the 

RTC, J.E. Robert Companies, ABN AMRO NV, Credit Suisse/First Boston, Goldman Sachs, and 

Greenwich Capital Markets. 

 Led and directed 5 asset management departments and project teams responsible for the management 

and disposition of over $700 million in distressed real estate and real estate loans. 

mailto:ericckoch@aol.com
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 Managed the leasing of a distressed 1.2 million sq. foot high profile urban office and retail complex, 

which encompassed formulating a proposed repositioning strategy for the complex, attracting new 

office and retail tenants throughout lengthy and highly publicized bankruptcy proceedings, and 

providing expert testimony in the court successfully supporting the borrower's opinion of the fair 

market value of the asset. 

 Assembled and supervised a 25-member project team responsible for the interim management of 85 

subsidiary corporations of a $5 billion thrift institution including the country's third largest insurance 

premium finance company with over 200 employees and $1 billion in assets. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Maintained responsibility for managing the pre-dissolution due diligence for 42 separate real estate, 

wholesale funding, mortgage banking, and retail financial service subsidiary corporations as well as 

the operational and management audits of 3 separate conservatorships. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EDUCATION & CREDENTIALS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ph.D. Candidate in Philosophy, University Fellow - University of Rochester, Rochester, NY 

A.B. in Philosophy - Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA; Graduated Summa Cum Laude 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
VOLUNTEER WORK 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

While residing in Rochester, New York between 1975 and 2001 was an active volunteer, principally in the 

roles of: 

 

 President, Maplewood Neighborhood Association serving a largely single family 12,000+ household 

 neighborhood, 178 acres and 245 buildings of which are a designated historical area and on the 

National 

 Register for Historic Places 

 President, University Club of Rochester 

 Member, Board of Director of the Rochester Historical Society 

 Member, Rochester City Planning Commission 

 Member, Monroe County Pure Waters Board 

 Member, Driving Park Bridge Replacement Advisory Board 

 Member, Downtown Planning Advisory Task Force 


