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BOARD NOTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON MAY 12, 2020 
 

Due to the coronavirus, the Board meeting was held virtually via Google Meet.  Ms. Eckhardt 

served as chair and called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

1. The Board reviewed and approved as written the minutes of the April 14, 2020 Board meeting. 

2. The Board noted that the laundry room posted hours and schedules are not being adhered to. The 

Board agreed to post more prominent signage and to include a reminder on the Google group. 

3. The Board discussed and agreed to require face coverings to be worn by anyone in the Co-op's 

common areas. The Board agreed to impose a $100.00 fine for any violation of this rule. 

4. The Board discussed whether to allow move-ins and move-outs. After a general discussion, the 

Board agreed to allow move-ins and move-outs (see Other News Items for further details. 

5. The Board also discussed other rules that have been enacted as a result of the Corona Virus. 

Wavecrest was asked to prepare a memo to all residents regarding the measures that have been put 

in place. 

6. The Board reviewed the Co-op's cash position and the status of collections. Mr. Yablonsky reported 

that this month, through May 11, 2020, approximately 74% of current charges have been collected. 

7. Ms. Eckhardt reported that one of the CD's, maintained at Habib Bank, has been renewed through 

November 2020. 

8. Mr. Yablonsky reported that he had contacted Principal Life to ascertain their position on 

forbearance of mortgage payments. While they don't have an official policy, he was advised that the 

co-op would have to demonstrate an actual loss of income requiring a forbearance and that any 

deferred payments would essentially be treated as a loan, which would have to be paid back within 

a year from when payments would be resumed. 

9. Mr. Koch told the Board that he would be following-up with the architects regarding the status of 

the laundry rooms and gym. 

10. The Board agreed to temporarily delay the purchase of the storage bins from Bar Gold Systems. 

11. Ms. Russell reported that she is planning on holding a children's circle event via Zoom. 

12. The Board previously scheduled its next regular meeting for June 16, 2020. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, at 7:30 pm. Ms. Eckhardt accepted a motion 

to adjourn. 
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OTHER NEWS ITEMS

 

ANNUAL SHAREHOLDER’S MEETING 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Berkowners Inc. Annual Shareholders Meeting has been postponed until 

Tuesday, September 15th.   

 

CORONA VIRUS 

As the Corona Virus continues to plague us, the Board of Directors of Berkowners, Inc. wants to remind 

all residents of steps that they have put in place to protect the health and safety of all residents. 

 

Move-in / Move-out Procedures: 

The Board discussed whether to allow move-ins and move-outs. After a general discussion, the Board 

agreed to allow move-ins and move-outs, under the following conditions: 

a) Insurance must be provided by the moving company naming Berkowners, Inc. and Wavecrest 

Management Team Ltd. as additional insureds  

b)  moves must be scheduled at least 48 hours in advance, to allow for notification to other residents 

of the building  

c)  movers must wear proper Personal Protective Equipment  

d) moves can only take place on weekdays between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm  

e) all areas through which the movers pass must be cleaned and disinfected immediately after the 

move. This work will be done by Berkeley staff, and charged to the moving party, at a rate of 

$60.00 per hour or part thereof. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment: 

All residents, and their employees, guests, and delivery people MUST wear face masks when in any of the 

Cooperative’s common areas. This includes the garden. Violation of these procedures will subject the 

Shareholder to a $100.00 fine for the first infraction, and escalating fines thereafter. 

 

Please note:  Cloth face coverings should not be placed on: young children under age 2, anyone who 

has trouble breathing or is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask 

without assistance. 
 

Laundry Rooms: 

Laundry room hours have been limited to 7:00 am (first wash) to 9:00 pm (last wash starting time). 

Sign-up sheets have been posted on the door of each laundry room. You are only permitted to use the 

laundry room during the 2-hour time slot for which you sign-up. Do not remove anyone’s clothing from the 

washers/dryers.  You must not leave your laundry unattended in the laundry baskets.  If they are unattended, 

they will be placed in a plastic bag and removed from the laundry room.  Violation of these procedures will 

subject the Shareholder to a $100.00 fine for the first infraction, and escalating fines thereafter.  
 

Elevators: 

Use of the building’s elevators should be limited to a family unit, or three people at a time. 
 

Alterations: 

Alterations, and non-emergency repair remain suspended. 

Closings:  

Our attorney’s office is not an essential service, and they are working from home.  Coordinating closings 

between banks, attorneys, buyers, sellers, and brokers are complicated at this time. However, if all parties 

are agreeable to closing via escrow, a closing may be able to happen.  Our attorney’s office is hopeful to 

be opening on June 15th. 
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Noise: 

During these trying times, we all need to be mindful of ourselves and our neighbors. The Board of Directors 

requests that during the day, we stay aware of our neighbors working from home, our home-schooled 

children, and residents who are not feeling well.  The Board cannot prevent residents from hosting 

gatherings (the state has this authority and the current limit as of 5/22 is 10 or less), hosts should be mindful 

that they pose a greater risk of noise problems. 

There should be no loud music, loud karaoke, obsessive dancing (as this vibrates into neighboring 

apartments), loud television, barking dogs, noise related to pets running around the apartment, or any other 

disruptive activities to others.  

As a reminder, noise in the garden echoes and travels to apartments facing the garden.  Please be respectful 

and keep your voices soft while visiting the garden. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation, and stay healthy and safe. 

 

CARMEN RIVERA 

It is with great saddness we report the passing of Carmen Rivera on Friday, May 8, 2020. Devoted wife of 

50 years to our former superintendent Milton Rivera and mother to our current super, Carlos Rivera, she 

will be missed in so many ways, from her contributions to the annual Christmas Party and Fall Barbeque 

just to name a few. She touched many lives with her kindness and friendship.  A Private Interment was held 

at Saint Raymond's Cemetery on May 19, 2020. If you wish to express condolences go to her memorial 

page on the Sisto Funeral Home website:   

https://www.sistofh.com/memorials/carmen-rivera/4209406/obituary.php 

 

CHILDREN’S AND BABY CIRCLE  

Ms. Peggy had a Zoom Baby Circle in May and it went well.  She anticipates doing the same for the 

Children’s Circle in the month of June.  Be on the lookout for date and time. 

 

THE GARDEN COMMITTEE 

The JHBG’s Annual Garden Tour in June has been canceled. 

Spring has arrived! Our Garden is blooming. It is a welcome oasis in these troubled times. 

Want to know more about our Garden? 

The Berkeley Garden is a community garden developed over several years by residents who saw potential 

in the once lovely but neglected garden space at the center of our co-op. It is an all-volunteer effort where 

individual gardeners tend adopted plots, mostly on the garden periphery, and come together to work on 

more central areas. It's a labor of love, and gardeners dedicate weekends and other family or personal time 

to creating a stress-free green space for all. We host visitors during the annual Jackson Heights Open Garden 

Tour sponsored by The Jackson Heights Beautification Group. The event attracts hundreds of visitors to 

the beautiful gardens in our neighborhood and raises funds for the Beautification Group. Sadly, it will not 

be held this year because of Coronavirus precautions. 

A Berkeley Board liaison attends Garden Committee meetings. The Board is responsible for the lawn and 

the garden furniture but supports the Garden Committee by paying for a yearly tree pruning, bulk orders of 

soil, and by providing a petty cash fund. Gardeners pay for the plants in their own plots and share and trade 

plants with each other. And, we are grateful for occasional donations from appreciative neighbors who want 

to support us. 

Garden Committee meetings, held one Sunday a month at 4 pm, are currently on hold, but please do stop 
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and say hello if you see us working in the garden....from a safe distance for now. 

If you are interested in joining The Garden Committee, volunteering for garden work days, adopting a plot, 

donating, or just have further questions, please contact: 

Katherine (howfelice@gmail.com) or 

Kayhan (kayhan@artivista.org) 

 

THE BERKELEY SOCIAL CLUB 

 

Until further notice, all events have been postponed 

 

 

SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 

The dates for the next Board meetings are on Tuesday, June 16th, July 14th, August 18th, and September 15th 

(Annual Meeting).  Due to the coronavirus, the Board will not be meeting with residents.  If you have an issue 

you would like to discuss with the Board, please email the Board at berkboard@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Carlos Rivera, Superintendent: 718-424-0040 

Emergency:   646-403-2558 

Superintendent email:  superberkeley@gmail.com 

Board E-mail address: berkboard@gmail.com 

Newsletter E-mail address:  

         berkownersnewsletter@gmail.com  

Berkeley Google Group/Listserv:                                                         
              Theberkownerscoop@googlegroups.com 

Berkeley Website:        www.theberkeleycoop.com 

Management Company: 

Wavecrest Management Team Ltd. 

87-14 116th Street 

Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

Main Office Phone — 718-463-1200 

FAX – 718-850-2798 

Jay Yablonsky — 718-412-3749 

Yolanda Cuadrado — 718-412-3755 

Email: Berk052@twmt.net 

Emergencies (Eves., Wknds. & Hols.): 718-692-7178 

BERKELEY — IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 

 

Contributors to this issue were Fred Fishel, Anne Eckhardt, Eric Koch, Marina Pomeroy, Peg Russell, Katherine 

Howard and Stacey Zaretzky. Anyone wishing to contribute an article or notice to the Berkeley Grapevine should 

contact the Berkeley Cooperative Newsletter at berkeleynewsletter@msn.com 
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